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LEPINE

PRECISION TABLE REGULATOR CLOCK

Louis-Philippe Period (second quarter of th& 9)

SignedLEPINE A PARISind numbered2381
H. 43 cm (16"/s); W. 25 cm (9” % ); D. 17 cm (6” %)

REFERENCE BIBLIOGRAPHY: TardyDictionnaire des horlogers francais
(Paris, 1972); J.-D. Augardées Ouvriers du Temps, La Pendule a Paris de
Louis XIV a Napoléon ler


















LEPINE
2 PLACE DES VICTOIRES ET PALAIS ROYAL, GALERIE DEV ALOIS 124

Louis-Philippe period
precision table regulator clock

Movement of exquisite quality, similarly signed UEE A PARIS, and
numbered 12831, this number being also found oh batrels, the bell, and the
dial's backside. Brocottype half-rollers escapement, wide steel blade
suspension, large and heavy bob pendulum with teatyre compensation steel
and brass rods, as invented John Harrison Rack strike on a silvered bell
fitted at the rear, with automatic synchronizatisith the hands, for the hours
and half-hours. Two-weeks autonomy.

Large enamel dial with Roman numerals for the hamd Arabic numerals at
five-minute intervalsBreguetstyle blued-steel hour and minute hands. Ormolu
turned bezel.

Chased gilt-bronze case with bevelled glass offoall sides allowing view of
movement. Front and rear door.

H. 43 cm (16//sin); W. 25 cm (9 % in); D. 17 cm (6 % in).



LEPINE A PARIS

Jean-Antoine Lépine (1720-1814) was the founderthaf prestigious firm
Lépine that operated until 1919. At the age of twdaur Lépine became an
apprentice to André-Charles Caron, clockmaker & Ehench King lorloger
du Roi et du Garde-Meuble de la Couronn#f).was not long before he
established himself as a maker of watches with niages mechanisms that
reduced their thickness and revolutionized watchntak He also made mantel
clocks with very complicated movements that earmied the title ofHorloger
du Roj Lépine produced the movement of the double-faddedk for Louis
XV’s famous roll-top desk at Versailles. He supglisventy mantle clocks to
Louis XVI, and others to Madame Elisabeth as welihee Spanish Court.

In 1783 Lépine entered into partnership with his-selaw Pierre-Claude
Raguet (1753-1810), leaving him the business it 1&th the workshop under
the management of Lépine’s nephew, Jean-Antoindidjhly successful during
the First Empire, Lépine becanwatchmaker to Her Majesty the Empress-
Queenin 1805, thertWatchmaker to Empress Josephimé809.

After his death in 1810, Raguet’s only son, Alexandold the business to Jean-
Paul Chapuy. Chapuy was probably the one respendin assigning a
numbering system — beginning with no. 4000 - to ih&pmantel clock
movements. All pieces signéapine, place des Victoiresan be attributed to
his production. Figuring among his clients werepblaon I; Jerome, King of
Westphalia; Charles IV, King of Spain; and the peis de Talleyrand.

Chapuy sold the business to Calvet, who was sueceed 1840 by Fabre.

Boulay purchased the firm in 1853 and resold iRtmx in 1885. It was then
passed on to Ferdinand Verger, who resold it ir419he business continued
under the name Lépine until 1919, when it was takear by L. Leroy. Though

Lépine moved locations several times, from Place ditoires in 1800 to

Palais Royal in 1860 and Rue Vide Gousset in 187®,business remained
established in the Palais-Royal quarter of Parmuifhout the entire period.

Museums: Chateau ofCompiégne, France; Detroit Institute of Arts, USA,;
Patrimonio Nacional, Spain; Deutsches Uhrenmusdturtwangen, Germany;
Schloss Wilhemshdle, Kassel, Germany; M.I.H., La a®hde-Fonds,
Switzerlan; Royal Collection, London; Minneapolisstitute of Arts, USA;
Louvre Museum, Paris; Museum of Fine Arts, Pragdermitage Museum,
Saint Petersburg.
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