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J. PRATT
Comptoir Général, Paris (retailer)

IMPORTANT MYSTERY CLOCK

Large-scale, torsion pendulum mystery clock, sighd@ratt, Comptoir
General, Paris.

Circa 1890

Large Paris-type movement with Brocot half-rollescapement of exceptional
size interacting with a 9-teeth escape wheel (¢ $ting from left to right is

through a thin rod placed inside the larger vertitekel-plated rod suspended
by the arm of the statue. The black painted sphleaped dial is hollow and
contains the clock’s movement. The whole swingsfiteft to right at about a
30° angle, the assembly hanging through two lorgythim suspension blades.
Countwheel strike every half-hour on a silvered. @aitonomy 8 days.

The dial has twelve applied chased gilt-brass Rohmam numerals surrounding
a central star and two finely chased gilt-bras§imalon hands.

The two-tone patinated spelter support, in the fofna draped female figure
inspired from celebrated Italian Renaissance modéhe sculpture in
contrapposto, brings movement and lightness to ciposition. The dial,
gracefully suspended from the figure’s hand atehd of a long embellished
shaft, terminates in a fine pointhe latter highlights the impression of mystery
emanating from the sphere, which moves aroundf itsgead of swinging to-
and-fro: the figure’'s hand remains stationary ayet, the sphere continues to
move with no obvious impulse to keep it going!

Genuine tours de force and triumphs of ingenuitystery clocks are designed
to hide their workings, creating the kind of illasi we see here: a contrast
between the figure’s perceived movement and thers{h static horological
precision.

H. 123 cm 48 ¥8), W. 35 cm (3 %4), D. 40 cm (5 %).



LE COMPTOIR GENERAL

According to an advertisement in the 1896 issuBidbt-Bottin (directory and
almanac for commerce, industry, judicial and cisérvices) theComptoir
Geénéral a retailer, was one of ‘the most well-stocked pshdor everything
from: jewellery, bronze art objects, timepieces &niture, precious stones,
marble sculptures, silverware, ceiling lights & téhinetal, chandeliers, cutlery,
lamps & diamond-facetted fireplaces, travel clock&e-stone” pearls.’ It
boasted ‘factory prices’ and ‘retail stores in Bawith no other branches,
representatives, or offices in any other city, Erear foreign.’

DE L'INDUSTRIE ~;
DE L\ MAGISTRATURE I'I' DE L'ADMINISTRATION

ALMANACH 1,565,000 ADRESSES

DIDOT=BOTTIN

4 99" ANNEE DE LA PUBLICATION
: Tl »lg

(a7 3
e AN

£ (lL"Q 2>
s PREMIERE PARTIE
i °Z
E - PARIS

;" DEPARTEMENT DE LA SEINE (CANTONS ET COMMUNES)

(VOIR AUX § PAGES SUIVANTES LE TABLEAU DES MONNATES A ACCEPTFR KT A REFCSER, 43
o 3 muuvn‘m-_!-onmnwsxunlm)

'
1 i de vt gt de e
! depoe e DEPARTENENT DE PRI b
LA SEINE d s purvese s .
|} e a1 ocroBRE. s o1 OCTOBRE.
3
'




i W

—=—  Comptoir Général.

TELEPHONE I 1 TRLUAPHONY
hins Maison H. RIONDET ¥ J. PRATT, Sucec’ i i 150-06
MASON DE DETAIL ‘9 FABRIQUE BT MAISON DE 0RO SRR
e o Betlevard Poissonnitre, we du Senlier, L - —HES
— Py . 9 45, R § 45 i ()]
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The Comptoir Généralvas represented by Maison H. Riondet & J. PrattcS

located at 9, boulevard Poissonniere and 45, ruSeaiier in Paris. The 1911
Annuaire de la Curiosité et des Beaux-Awdsdirectory of curiosities and fine
art, shows that the retailer was a member of tlomzs manufacturing trade

union (see p. 50, reproduction below).
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BIJOUTERIE. JOAILLERIE. DIAMANTS ET PIERRES FINES

s

BERONZES D'ART ET D'AMEUBLEMENT: BRONZES D'ECLAIRAGE. GAZ ET ELECTRICITE

e A P

HORLOGERIE. MONTRES ET PENDULES. ORFEVRERIE ARGENT ET METAL

Sur demande envoi france du Calalogue général

Intersecting the grand Parisian boulevards Gbmptoir Généralvas located on
the royal route, which under the Second Empire adlye connected the
Madeleine to the Gymnase Theatre. The retailerréduamong the great
Parisian stores of the late nineteenth-century,vigmg “free entry” to
customers. Strolling from the Place de la Madelémnthe Café des Variétés on
Boulevard Montmartre, elegant crowds stopped toigdtime store’s display
windows, stocked in an abundant and spectaculanenan

The Comptoir Généralvas contemporary with other great department stofe
the period, like theGrands Magasins du LouvreBon Marché and La
Samaritaineand attested to the new forms of commerce devajoguring the
second half of the nineteenth century. These stdresame showcases;
advertising in newspapers, they offered the consuaneliverse and varied
product, displayed in a way that was elaboratecdi&sh luxurious.
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APPENDIX
DOCUMENTATION AND MODELS FOR COMPARISON

Mystery Clock, France, circa 1890.
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Salon Clock, attributed to J. J. Meister, Paris, aica 1890.
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Guilmet, rare and imposing mystery clock, circa 188.
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Mystery Clock, sculpture by Auguste Moreau, Francegirca 1890.
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